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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 959.60 

combination of the foregoing, during 
any period; 

(3) Limit the handling of onions by 
establishing, in terms of grades, sizes, 
or both, minimum standards of quality 
and maturity; 

(4) Fix the size, capacity, weight, di-
mensions, or pack of the container or 
containers which may be used in the 
packaging, transportation, sale, prepa-
ration for market, shipment, or other 
handling of onions; 

(5) Establish holidays by prohibiting 
throughout the entire production area, 
the packaging or loading, or both, of 
onions on Sundays; 

(6) Prohibit the packaging or loading, 
or both, of onions except during speci-
fied consecutive hours of any calendar 
day or days: Provided, That, any han-
dler may, upon such notice to the com-
mittee as it may prescribe with ap-
proval of the Secretary, package or 
load onions during a different period in 
such day consisting of the same num-
ber of consecutive hours: Provided fur-
ther, That any handler who, due to con-
ditions specified in regulations estab-
lished by the committee with the ap-
proval of the Secretary as being beyond 
a handler’s reasonable control, is pre-
vented for more than one of such con-
secutive hours from so packaging or 
loading onions may, in accordance with 
such regulations, obtain permission 
from the committee to package or load 
onions, or both, during a comparable 
number of additional hours in the same 
day or a later day as specified by the 
committee. 

(c) Regulations issued hereunder may 
be amended, modified, suspended, or 
terminated whenever it is determined: 

(1) That such action is warranted 
upon recommendation of the com-
mittee or other available information; 

(2) That such action is essential to 
provide relief from inspection, assess-
ment, or regulations under paragraph 
(b) of this section for minimum quan-
tities less than customary commercial 
transactions; or 

(3) That regulations issued hereunder 
no longer tend to effectuate the de-
clared policy of the act. 

(d) No handler may handle onions 
that were packaged or loaded or both 
during any period when such packaging 
or loading or both was prohibited by 

any regulation issued pursuant to para-
graphs (b)(5) or (6) of this section, ex-
cept such onions as were exempted 
thereunder. 

[26 FR 704, Jan. 25, 1961. Redesignated at 26 
FR 12751, Dec. 30, 1961, as amended at 34 FR 
6440, Apr. 12, 1969] 

§ 959.53 Handling for special purposes. 
Regulations in effect pursuant to 

§§ 959.42, 959.52, or 959.60 may be modi-
fied, suspended, or terminated to facili-
tate handling of onions for: 

(a) Relief or charity; 
(b) Experimental purposes; 
(c) Export; and 
(d) Other purposes which may be rec-

ommended by the committee and ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

§ 959.54 Safeguards. 
The committee, with the approval of 

the Secretary, may establish through 
rules such requirements as may be nec-
essary to establish that shipments 
made pursuant to § 959.53 were handled 
and used for the purpose stated. 

§ 959.55 Notification of regulation. 
The Secretary shall promptly notify 

the committee of regulations issued or 
of any modification, suspension, or ter-
mination thereof. The committee shall 
give reasonable notice thereof to han-
dlers. 

INSPECTION 

§ 959.60 Inspection and certification. 
(a) Whenever the handling of onions 

is regulated pursuant to § 959.52, or at 
other times when recommended by the 
committee and approved by the Sec-
retary, no handlers shall handle onions 
unless they are inspected by an author-
ized representative of the Federal or 
Federal-State Inspection Service and 
are covered by a valid inspection cer-
tificate, except when relieved from 
such requirements pursuant to 
§ 959.52(c) or § 959.54, or paragraph (b) of 
this section. 

(b) Regarding, resorting, or repack-
ing any lot of onions shall invalidate 
any prior inspection certificate insofar 
as the requirements of this section are 
concerned. No handler shall handle on-
ions after they have been regraded, re-
sorted, or repacked unless such onions 
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